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' IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

CHAPLAINCY OF FULL GOSPEL CHURCHES;
et al.,

V. Case No. 1: 99CV 002945 (RMU)

THE HON. GORDON R ENGLAND, et al.
Consolidated with

ROBERT H. ADAIR, et al.,
v.

Case No. 1: 00CV00566 (RMU)

THE HON. GORDON R ENGLAND, et al.
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DECLARATION OF BRIGADIER GENERAL JOSEPH F.‘DUNFORD JR.,
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 1746, I, JOSEPH F. DUNFORD JR., declare as
follows:’

1. I am a Brigadier General on active duty in the United
States Marine Corps. I recently served as the Assistant Division
Commander of the First Marine Division. I have served in the
Division from May 2001 until July 2005. I have been on active
duty in the United States Marine Corps for over 29 years.
Immediately prior to serving as the Assistant Division
Commander, I served as the Division Chief of Staff and
commanding Officer, 5th Marine Regiment. I was deployed to Iraqg
in support of Operation Iragi Freedom for 23 months. Throughout
my career, I have had the opportunity to closely observe
military chaplains in both peacetime and combat.

2. Competent, caring, and courageous chaplains serve in a
vital role in maintaining the spiritual well being of Marines
and Sailors. Their contribution directly influences the will of
the individual Marine to fight and the combat effectiveness of
our units. Prior to the deployment of our Marines in Operation
Iragi Freedom, chaplains were essential in the development of
combat leadership, combat stress training, family readiness, and
a wide range of other areas. Because chaplains participate in
every aspect of unit training, the contribution they make is
truly immeasurable.
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3. During combat operations, chaplains provide worship
services, counseling, and a significant leadership presence.
They also assist units in dealing with casualties to include
leading memorial services that are critical to the grieving
process. All of these duties have a direct and critical role in
maintaining the will and spirit of our Marine and Sailors; these
intangibles are the most important factors in the combat
readiness of our units. Chaplains perform .their duties in the
most demanding conditions. One chaplain in the division bravely
participated in ninety-two combat patrols to provide ministry to
our Marines and sailors. These patrols were routinely exposed to
the threat of insurgent improvised explosive devices and direct
fire weapons. This experience is characteristic of all the
chaplains in the Division who made a significant contribution to
the Division's success throughout the last two years of combat
operations. In addition to their upfront leadership in combat,
chaplains serve as a connecting file between the command and
families back home. The chaplains' efforts in communicating with
families enable parents, spouses and children to cope with and
minimize highly stressful situations, while at the same time

~. enabling their deployed family members to focus on the mission.

) Finally, chaplains have provided "Warrior Transition and Return"
briefs for thousands of Marines and Sailors to help them
transition from a hostile combat environment. They have also
provided numerous post-traumatic stress brlefs and suicide
awareness briefs.

4. The assignment of chaplains from a mix of different faith =
~categories, and the ability of those chaplains to have access to
other chaplains of different faith group categories, contributed
greatly to my ability as an operatidnal commander to provide a
religious program for the personnel within the First Marine
Division as well as their dependents. These personnel have a
wide range of religious beliefs. To the extent possible, it was

- my duty as the Assistant Division Commander to provide a program
‘that met the religious needs of all the Soldiers, Sailors, and
Marines, regardless of their religious beliefs or denominations.
Chaplains within the First Marine Division are expected, to the
extent possible, to provide for and facilitate the religious
needs not only of those of their own faith, but also of those
who are not members of their denominations. It is important that
the chaplains assigned to the First Marine Division, or that
-those from other services and units working with us, be from a

7~> broad mix of faith group categories in order to maximize thelr

y ability to meet the broad range of religious needs.
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5. Prior to the deployment of our Marines to Operation Iragi
Freedom, chaplains were essential in the development of pre-
deployment combat stress training that assisted in every aspect
of mission fulfillment. Upon initial deployment, I am aware of
chaplains performing the crucial tasks of personal and spiritual
counseling, as well as administering to the religious needs of
our personnel as they prepare for battle. While deployed, each
battalion of Marines is assigned one chaplain who respectfully
ministers to the needs of personnel of many different faith
groups to the extent possible. While specific religious needs
cannot be met by the assigned chaplain on some occasions, we
seek to respond to those needs through the presence of an
appropriate mix of chaplains from various faith groups who are
spread out among many battalions or geographically separated
areas. The chaplains who were present in theater worked together
to maximize every commanding officer's ability to meet, to the
extent possible, the religious needs of every Soldier, Sailor,
and Marine regardless of religious beliefs or denomination. In
my judgment, this was, and continues to be an important factor
in keeping morale high during deployments and in preparation of

combat. ‘ :

FurtherAdeclafent sayeth not.

I declare under penalty of perjury under thé laws of the United
States of America that the foregoing is true and correct to the
best of my knowledge and belief. '

JZSEPH F. DUNFORD JR.
BRIGADIER GENERAL, USMC

ba&d:#ﬁ: ;k221c%?i;%9636;

Executed thisg 30th y/z;/yé}ch,ZOOé.
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